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PREFATORY REMARKS 


* A PERSIAN Minister” corroborates in this issue the accounts given by 
‘“‘Persicus” regarding the marked “ Progress of Persia under the present 
Shah,” accounts which the Editor of Zhe Times of Morocco considers to be 
also more applicable to Morocco than the special description of it given 
some time ago in our Review by Dr. Cust, to whom “The Truth about 
Morocco” is a reply in this number. We stated in the April issue, when 
the news of the Manipur disaster was first flashed to England, “ It is idle 
to talk of the treachery of the Manipuris before we know the details of the 
policy ‘and proceedings which led to the attack and capture of the Resident 
and his party”: we feared that it was the story of Cavagnari’s massacre 
re-enacted at Manipur. Judging from what, indeed, an “ Authority” more 
hints than says in his article on “ Our Relations with Manipur,” “the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth” will never be known, for we 
are ourselves the historians of, and now the tribunal on, our own mistakes, 
Men have been arraigned as traitors and murderers who had long been noted 
as most loyal ; but, goaded to desperation by a policy which sought to 
benefit by a rebellion and yet to punish the rebel, the Senapati, in defend- 
ing himself against an attempted arrest,—the details of which have not 
yet been investigated,—might perhaps claim to be a belligerent. Manipur 
is an independent State; and it is we who have broken the treaty with it, 
which compels us to support (and now to restore) the expelled Maharajah. 
No condemnation also can be too strong for executing subordinate execu- 
tioners of our unfortunate countrymen. Revengefulness is unworthy of a 
great Government, which would be better employed in attending to the 
suggestions of Surgeon-General Sir W. Moore, on “ Recruiting the Anglo- 
Indian Army.” 

As for Africa, we may compare “ British Interests and European Action” 
with “ France, Colonial and African,” and with a censure of mainly the 
German “ Rabies Africana,” which induces the Teutonic taxpayer to make 
sacrifices for the sake of sticking patriotic pins floating the German 
flag on African maps in order to mark colonial progress. Just as 
“Africanus” has conclusively shown that “ African fever” had everything 
to do with the dissensions among our explorers, so Dr. Max Nordau proves 
from German statistics how deadly is the African climate, and how, at its 
best, it must cause the degeneracy of European settlers, as a fitting punish- 
ment for the dissection of Africa by the European Powers. 

Sir E. N. Braddon, K.C.M.G., has favoured us with an account of Tas- 
mania as it was, is, and, in his weighty opinion, will be. We have been 
taken to task for adding “the Colonies” as one of the subjects to be 
treated in “THe IMPERIAL AND ASIATIC QUARTERLY REVIEW” ; but we 
are assured on every side of the growing commercial relations between 
the Australian Colonies and India, which lies, as it were, between the pro- 
tectorate of England and that of the great future Australian Confedera- 
tion: whilst the Canadian Pacific Railway will still more directly link 
Asia to Canada and America generally. Mr. Sterndale also points out in 
this issue the importance of following “ A Colonial Policy for India,” and 
reminds us that our great dependency was once under the Colonial Office. 
To us, neither the present Indian 7égéme nor that of the Colonial Depart- 
ment offers a solution of existing and impending difficulties. Asiatic 
countries must be governed on Asiatic methods of the best type; and 
India will lose both her own indigenous culture and her chance of adapt- 
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ing what is good in European civilization, if we substitute English for 
Oriental notions in her administration. Already the germ of disaffection 
has been laid by the “Age of Consent Bill,” a measure passed without 
fulness of knowledge, or rather under the false light of misconceptions and 
the pressure of both mischievous and well-intentioned busybodies. The 
remarkable “ Appeal to England to save India from the wrong and the 
shame” of that Bill, published by the Bali Sadhdran Sabha, analyzes the 
whole question from the religious and the physiological standpoints, and 
shows that Indian society will be demoralized by a measure professedly in 
the interests of morality, which the existing, but misrepresented, state of 
things in India guards far more effectively than any meddling European 
legislation. 

A series of most interesting and important Papers are being prepared 
for this year’s Oriental Congress, of which some, like that of Professor 
E. Montet, on “The Conception of a Future Life among the Semitic 
Races,” have already been circulated among the Members, in order to 
invite consideration and a thorough discussion at the September Meetings. 
We have now much pleasure in giving similar publicity to an admirable 
paper by the Rev. Rabbi H. Gollancz, the Secretary of the Semitic 
Section, on “ The Dignity of Labour in the Talmud,” of which St. Paul him- 
self was an illustration. Mr. Gollancz has incidentally rendered a great 
service to his co-religionists ; for Talmudists are often confounded by Anti- 
Semites with usurers, for whom the Talmud has the greatest contempt. The 
Proceedings and Programme (Sectional and General) of the forthcoming 
Congress is also published in this issue, and contains references to many 
literary and archeological treasures, among which we notice Dr. Blau’s 
Mesopotamian collection, Professor Witton-Davies’ Samaritan Manuscript, 
and, above all, the remarkable Summary of Research in various Oriental 
specialities since 1886, by Professors E. Montet, Réné Basset, Perro- 
chet, and others, including Captain Guiraudon’s valuable “ Report on 
African Languages,” published in this issue of our Review. An important 
contribution to Ethnography also appears, in a joint account of ‘‘ Kohistdn, 
including Gabridl,” by Mir Abdulla, himself a native of that country, 
Maulvi Najmuddin, of Kolab, and Dr. Leitner, who in 1866 first brought 
to notice the existence of the secluded valley of “‘ Kandia or Kilid,” a happy 
learned republic, which may scon be threatened by European civilization. 
In 1872, the eminent geographer, Mr. E. G. Ravenstein, compiled a Map 
of Kohistan, of which Kandia forms part, from Dr. Leitner’s itineraries and 
other sources ; and, in spite of our advancing knowledge since that date, 
it is still the best, if not the only, map, of “ the countries between Kashmir 
and Panjkorah, including Childs, Kandia, and other districts,” taken as a 
whole. We present our readers with two pages of illustrations, not hitherto 
published, of the inhabitants of that still more or less mysterious region, 
some of whom, with the addition of natives from Koldb, Badakhshan, 
Hunza, Yasin, Nagyr, and Chitral, were photographed in 1881, and others 
in 1886. Specimens of the hitherto unknown Shuthun dialect of the 
Shind language, which is spoken at Gabridl, are also now given to the 
public for the first time. 
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